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Big Tent at the R/C – CL Nationals

This event proved to be a great success. There was a great deal of interest in Free Flight both from the existing aeromodellers and the public in general – one particularly interested visitor was the Mayor of Lincoln. John Cuthbert and his team of helpers produced an excellent show and deserve the thanks of the whole Free Flight community for their hard work. Hopefully we can continue the success by repeating the exercise next year, and, follow up the seeds that have been sown this year.

Calendar

The 2008 calendar is now nearly complete and will be distributed in the next few weeks. It is essentially the same as the 2007 calendar with a few minor changes plus a rearrangement of the team selection process which is detailed separately below.

Team Selection

After receiving a considerable amount of feedback on the proposed reduction from three meetings to two, the decision has been made to retain the existing structure of three meetings. The scoring method and the entry process will however change.

There will now be a single ‘event’ which will be spread over three weekends with scoring being on total time at the end of the third weekend. There will be a maximum of 7 rounds per weekend with ‘no minimum’ number of rounds required. One round at each weekend will, If possible, be to an extended max of no more than 5 minutes. Flyoffs will be held, if needed, at the end of the third weekend.

Pre-entry will be required to the BMFA office, the closing date being 21days before the first weekend. Entry fees will be £40 for one class and £60 for two or more classes. Late or field entries will be accepted at double the above fees. An entry form will be published in due time.

Those who flew the team selection events just as a separate contest, with no wish of being selected for a team will not have an event denied to them as there will now be an additional opportunity. The East Anglian Gala in midsummer will now incorporate FAI classes and these will also carry three BMFA trophies.  

Rule Changes for 2008

Other than the change to team selection, detailed above, proposals were considered to permit pressure fuel supplies in the SLOP specifications, and to disregard ‘burbles’ when timing IC engine runs.

There was again considerable input received on both these proposals and after lengthy debate it has been decided to make no change. Thus both SLOP specifications and engine run requirements will remain as per the existing rules.

A third proposal to reduce F1J engine runs (in line with the FAI rule change) to 5 seconds,  and as a consequence, to also reduce the 1/2A power engine to 8 seconds was also received. The proposal was carefully considered and the decision has been made to accept it, the suggested changes will come into effect from January 1st 2008.   

Team Managers

A Team Manager and Assistant Team Manager are required for the 2008 European Championships in Bulgaria. Would those interested please apply by the end of November to the FFTC Secretary Chris Strachan at 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9NQ. e-mail: chris.strachan@btinternet.com .  
RC/DT

This subject has also been debated at great length and as a result numerous ‘practical’ problems have come to light. The decision has been reached to continue to disallow its use for 2008. Many have pointed out that the FAI permit its use and that the UK should thus also allow it. However, this ignores the fact that nearly all countries have different permitted radio frequencies, different systems of sharing these frequencies in use and, outside the EU, even different equipment certification requirements. Consequently as the situation stands now we (the FFTC) are not in a position to resolve any of these problems in time for the 2008 season.

Nonetheless we have set in motion a programme to resolve these difficulties by the start of the 2009 season. Whether this resolution will allow dedicated RC/DT equipment, conventional RC equipment or both is not yet known (hence the programme). However, the intention is to seek to permit RC/DT usage for all Free Flight classes, FAI and domestic from the start of 2009.

Space Modelling

Those uninvolved with the contest side of this discipline may not be aware that it has quite a lot of connection with Free Flight, both from a technical and organisational point of view. 

As a result of recent negotiations between the FFTC and BMFA Council, and also prompted by the successful hosting of the Space Modelling Championships at the 2007 Free Flight Nationals, it has now been agreed that the FFTC will become responsible for the contest side of Space modelling. This does not mean that the FFTC will be organising contest Space modelling – that will continue to be done by FAIR (the FAI Rocketry group). But, there will be some shared meetings between the two disciplines and a FAIR representative will sit on the FFTC who will approve FAIR’s actions.

Distribution

The FFTC has now combined a number of e-mail lists for the distribution of this news, and other notices. This should ensure that as many fliers as possible receive urgent news. If you’d prefer not to be on this combined list please contact the distributor  Trevorgrey@AOL.com . In addition if you know of anyone, not already listed, who would like to receive this news and any other FFTC notices please pass the address on to them. If you are having any reception problems please make sure your correct e-mail address is logged with the distributor. 

The current issue of FFTC News, together with back issues and other notices and items of interest, also appears on the FFTC Web site: www.vengi.demon.co.uk .                

