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Free Flight Change 2007

The full details of rule and calendar changes for the 2007 season and the reasoning behind them have now been distributed via Free Flight News, E-mail newsletter and the BMFA News. The final version of the 2007 rule book containing the rule changes is now being prepared and will be available early in the new year. The full wording of the changes is currently available on the FFTC web site : www.vengi.demon.co.uk/  .

Please note that there is an addition to the calendar being the 6th (reserve) date for the F1E meetings – September 30th. Also note that, due to the high cost of running and low numbers partaking in the 2006 F1 A, B and C team selection meetings, a change for 2007 to a single meeting with a reserve date is being considered. For the present the published dates stand but any change if and when finalised will be publicised as soon as possible. Your views on this proposed change are welcome. If the possible change to a single meeting goes ahead this will require a further change to the rule book which currently requires ‘three’ meetings.    
The changes for 2007, in BMFA (Open) Power and BMFA (Open) Glider, that give different engine run and towline length allowances dependant upon whether models are fitted with bunt mechanisms and/or circle tow hooks appears to be causing some debate on exactly ‘what’ constitutes being fitted with a bunt mechanism. The intention of the rules are clear in that if models are ‘fitted’ with such mechanisms then they are only given the appropriate allowance – 5 seconds run and 50 metres towline. The question that has arisen is… “What happens if the mechanism/s are disabled?” Our feeling is that if such models have their mechanisms permanently disabled then they would be legitimate; the further question obviously arises as to what constitutes ‘permanent’ disabling. 

We also have to point out that the rule/s were introduced to 1) reduce the performance of existing high performance models, and 2) to allow either existing, non bunt equipped and/or non circle tow models, or, new more simply equipped models to achieve roughly the same performance. The rules were not intended to allow those with bunt and/or circle tow models to find ‘loopholes’ that would enable them to fly these models with the bigger allowances; Nor were they intended to permit one model to be flown in more than one mode in the same contest. As a result the FFTC is presently formulating guidelines to help CDs determine the requirements of the rules in case of disputes.

We should also remind everyone now that if you’ve never bought a rule book before, this is the time to do so. The rules are there to create a fair and level game for all. Don’t rely on ‘the other guy’ knowing the rules, make sure you know them yourself. The book costs about the same as a ‘pint’ in your local so you can’t say it’s too expensive.

Interestingly, before we even get to 2007 some ‘clubs’ are already running events with the new BMFA classes and some with the new combined events. Please note that this years FF Forum at the Holiday Inn Coventry – Sunday 26th November at 10am – also features papers on possible design development of the BMFA Rubber class and the future development of the FF classes as a whole. Book your tickets now with the BMFA Office.  

BMFA Numbers on Models

As hopefully you are now all aware (Where have you been if you’re not?) the BOM rule has been abandoned for 2007. Consequently it is now possible for models to change hands, either by sale or donation. Please be aware that model swapping at contests is firmly disallowed – check the new rules to see how. The primary tool in this disallowment is the insistence on a ‘single’ BMFA number being ‘permanently’ displayed on the model. A crossed out old number with a temporary new addition beside it is not allowable. If the model is yours then your number and only your number must appear on the model before the start of the contest. 

Stonehenge Cup

A trawl for candidates to organise this event has produced Peter Williams as the successful person. Peter is now already well ahead with the tasks involved and will be producing full details of this now popular fixture on the World Cup calendar in the near future. Contact details for Peter are: E-mail – peter.f1a@virgin.net  ; phone – 01252 842120; Address – Old Coach House, Hunt’s Common, Hartley Witney, Hook, Hants, UK, RG27 8AA.

Promotion 

We are intending to increase our promotion of Free Flight Contest flying during 2007 and have two new possible events under preparation. The first is at North Luffenham in the summer when we proposing to take part in the “SkyLincs” day. This provides demonstrations of all forms of air sports to young people in the Lincolnshire area and we have been asked to participate. The second is a proposal to provide a number of demonstrations at the Radio/Control Line/Scale Nationals. In addition we are intending to ‘grow’ the “Vol-au-Vent” contests at the Free Flight Nationals. For all these events we will require help, especially on the days of the events themselves. Above all we need fliers to demonstrate ‘flying’ – in particular glider flying – and to give guidance and encouragement to starting in Free Flight.  Consider coming along and taking part. The ‘new blood’ (young or old) is there but we have to make the effort it capture it; we need your help!                

Thermal Detection

The UK, via the FFTC and the BMFA, have submitted a proposal to the FAI for the banning of ‘Thermal Detection Devices’ at FAI class events. This is seen as an alternative to the reduction of performance in these classes by further specification changes. Russia has proposed that F1A Glider should have a 40 metre line, F1B Rubber 25 gram motors and F1C a 4 second engine run. Many are opposed to these changes, seeing them as finally inviting the death of F1A, B and C. The FFTC feel that the removal of ‘mechanical/ electronic’  assistance in picking air is a more viable solution to reducing performance.

A Reminder               

When we’re using airfields it’s vital that we don’t park across the ends of runways. All airfields, even disused ones, can be and are used for full size emergency landings without warning. The consequences of cars parked in the way of an approach that may literally have just one or two feet to spare don’t bear thinking about – the destruction of your car would be the least of the problems!

Lost and Found

Chairman Mike Woodhouse still has a pair on sunglasses found at the Nationals. Contact him to claim them.
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