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International Teams

Following completion of the team selection events the places in the UK team for the 2008 European Championships are provisionally (to be confirmed by the BMFA Council) as follows: 

F1A Glider – Chris Edge, Andy Crisp, Mike Cook; Reserve Peter Williams.

F1B Rubber – Russell Peers, Ray Jones, Peter Martin; Reserve Mike Woolner.

F1C Power –  Alan Jack, Peter Watson, Stafford Screen; Reserve Ken Faux.

Calendar

The 2008 calendar is now complete and appears elsewhere on this site. There are a few small changes from 2007 but essentially it remains the same. Please note that the first Team Selection event is scheduled for the last weekend in June and is marked as provisional. This is due to circumstances beyond our control – the current dates proposed for the European Championships which would clash with our preferred date for the first Team Selection event. The June date is not ideal but a viable alternative. The other alternative of a late Autumn date would have problems with short days and the greater possibility of poor weather. Even so there are still discussions taking place on the final confirmation of  the Championship dates so for the moment our proposed June date remains provisional.  

Team Selection

We received considerable feedback on the proposed changes to the process and, having considered them at some length, decided to retain the current process. There will nonetheless be a small change to the points system and a rise in the entry fee, however, the later will also include a ‘discount’ scheme for pre-entry.

The system of holding of three meetings with the best two results to count has been in place for a number of years now and has become regarded as the best system we have so far used to select teams. The associated points scoring method has however not proved so ideal. This has mostly been when the number competing has been small, but also when the top scorers have elected not to fly-off when a resolution of the result requires it. To avoid these problems in the future the allocation of points for places has been changed (see the list of attached rule changes for full details).   

Despite the above the system also has to be financially viable so there will be a rise in fees from £10 per weekend meeting to £15. The originally suggested pre-entry for all meetings will not now be required. There will however still be an ‘option’ to pre-enter all three meetings in advance. Doing so will earn a discount of £10; i.e. all three meetings for £35. In addition, to encourage those who have no desire to be considered for a team place but are interested in the individual meetings as stand alone contests, there will be the usual certificates plus bottles of wine provided for each meeting     

The originally proposed additional centralised FAI event will still take place. The East Anglian Gala in midsummer will incorporate FAI classes – flown to five flights on one day – and these will also carry three BMFA trophies. Those keen to fly the main FAI classes at a centralised event other than the Nationals or Team Selection meetings will now have an additional opportunity. Hopefully this will encourage more to fly these classes within the UK.   

Other Rule Changes for 2008

Other than the small change to team selection process, detailed above, there are no major changes taking place this year. There are though a few small changes; one is improve the Junior Championship scoring system, the rest are mostly to correct anomalies and/or to bring our rules for FAI classes in line with those changes implemented by the FAI itself. These changes are summarised below. If you wish to see these changes together with the original wording please see the section on 2008 rule changes on the FFTC web site. Please note that all changes are effective from January 1st 2008.

         ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FF Rule Changes for 2008 

Objective 1 To introduce scoring that is more obvious and suitable for low entry numbers

3.1.12 British Junior Free Flight Championship

Change to read

"(a) The championship will be awarded annually for performance in the events at the Free

Flight Nationals with the exception of the Women’s Cup, the Bowden Trophy and additional field events.

(b) the scoring will be on total recorded time, excluding any fly-off scores except as in (c) below.

(c) in the case of a tie fly-off scores will be included and if still unresolved a countback of Junior placings will be used with the lowest total being the winner.

(d) Competitors will be qualified to enter junior competitions if they are 18 years of age

or under at 1st January of the year of the contest.” 

Objective 2
To include all FAI classes flown in BMFA events


3.2.2 Models

Change (a) to read

“(a) Contests for FAI classes F1A, F1B, F1C F1Q, and F1J and F1Q when flown by Juniors (see rule 3.2.4.1 (a) paragraph 2), may be of two types; 5 flight events and 7 flight events (not including fly-offs). Competitors may enter and have checked 3 models for 5 flight events and 4 models for 7 flight events. Additional models shall not be allowed for fly-offs.

NOTE - This rule was clarified during 1991 and flyers should be aware that they

may utilise any combination of models, within the numbers allowed, that they wish.

For instance, in a 5 flight event, they may make their 5 official flights with one or

two models, reserving their third model solely for a fly-off if needed.”

……. (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) and (g) remain unchanged. 

Objective 3
To remove redundant information  covered by rule 3.5 : Engine run for F1C power models

3.2.3 Fly-Offs

Delete paragraph 4

"The fly-off engine run for F1C will be five seconds."

Objective 4
To correct anomalies in Team Selection Process 
3.2.4.1 Team Selection F1A, F1B, F1C, F1J and F1P

….. paragraphs (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) and (g) remain unchanged 

Change (h) and (i) to read

"(h) If, at the end of the rounds, irrespective of the number flown, two or more competitors share equal scores in any one event, then placings in the event will be determined by a fly-off, with the maximums determined to suit the prevailing circumstances. If at any stage those competitors with equal scores elect unanimously not to flyoff, the points received for each competitor shall be those of lower of the places. E.G. two competitors sharing 1st place shall receive 2nd place points (45); three competitors sharing 4th place shall receive 6th place points (27).

In the eventuality of a tie for team positions at the end of the final event, the final placings are to be determined by a fly-off (preferably at the last team selection event, but, if circumstances dictate, at a subsequent agreed time and venue within the UK). The same stipulations with regard to maximums and points sharing as in the above paragraph shall apply.

 Fly-offs shall be conducted in accordance with rule 3.2.3.
(i)  The scoring system is based on the following table:


                                              Points Table


Place
    1
   2
 3        4        5         6
       7
      8
    9
 10
11      


Points     50
  45
40      35      30       27      24
     21
   18
 16
14      



 

Place
   12
 13
14      15      16       17
      18
    19
   20
  21
22      


Points 
   12
 10
 9        8        7         6
       5
      4
    3
   2        1

Any Competitor who has made a scoring flight and has not been allocated points by the Points Table will be awarded one point.”

(original table for comparison below)


                                                  Points Table


Place
    1
   2
 3        4        5         6
        7
       8
    9
  10
11      12


Points     50
  40
30      25       20      19      18
     17
   16
  15
14      13



 

Place
   13
  14
15      16      17       18
      19
     20
   21
  22
23      24+


Points 
   12
  11
10       9        8         7         6
      5
    4
   3
 2        1

Objective 5
To conform to FAI 2008 rules

3.11.4 Class F1J

Change engine run

(a) Model specification …………..

“Maximum duration of engine run....................................................................... 5 seconds”

Objective 6
To keep performance in line with revision to Class F1J

3.11.7 BMFA 1/2A Power

Change engine run

(a) Model specification …………..

“Maximum duration of engine run....................................................................... 8 seconds”

Objective 7
To resolve queries arising on the eligibility of certain Classic models

3.18 Classic and Vintage Models

Add after 3.18.2

3.18.2 Competitors are responsible for proving the eligibility of their models and engines to the satisfaction of the Contest Director if required, and must be prepared to produce

photo-copies (or originals) of plans and magazines on the day of the contest which

include or confirm the date of publication.

"Guidance from the FFTC

The definition of the model must be based upon the existence of a plan which was published, and hence was generally available, between the specified dates.  The purpose of additionally specifying "kitted" is to include those plans which were supplied as part of a kit but were not "published" elsewhere.  The dating of "kitting" can be from magazine advertisements or reviews published within the specified dates or by a date on the kit plan.

The plan must be for the actual model entered and that  plan together with contemporary published dating evidence is the only acceptable documentation.  Where multiple sizes of a design were produced during the period the plan must be for the actual size model entered – it is not sufficient to produce a plan of one size together with a magazine article, advertisement or written statement (however sourced) that other sizes were kitted or published.  Where tables of model sizes were published these must include full lists of material sizes referenced to a plan and the dating of the tables must be by originals or photocopies of contemporary material.”
Objective 8   To create a class title rather than refer to a specific Trophy
3.47 The Bowden International Trophy

Change title to
 “The Bowden Class” 

3.52 Operational Guidance for Bowden Trophy Contests

Change title to
 “Operational Guidance for Bowden Class Contests”
Objective 9  To correct error in class titles and conform to FAI 2008 rules

3.31 FAI Class F1J 1/2A Power - Full FAI Provisional Rules

Change title to
 “FAI Class F1J Power – Full FAI Provisional Rules”
3.31.J.2 Characteristics of Models with Piston Motor(s) - 1/2A Formula

Correct title and change engine run
“3.31.J.2 Characteristics of Models with Piston Motor(s) – F1J Formula

(d) Maximum duration of motor run ..................... 5 seconds from release of the model”

3.50 FAI Class F1P Power (Full FAI Provisional Rules)

Change engine run
3.50.P.2 Characteristics of Model Aircraft with Piston Type Motors

“Maximum duration of motor run................................…..7 seconds from release of mode”

 (note  – this figure of 7 seconds is indeed 7, and not 8. There is no connection between this and the  change to 3.11.7 BMFA 1/2A Power above)
Objective 10  To remove UK  BOM requirement from  Full FAI rules section (correction of error from last year)
3.29.G.2 Characteristics of Model with extensible motor - Coupe d’Hiver formula

Remove

"Rule B.3.1 of Section 4, General, does not apply to class F1G, (this is the FAI builder of the model rule, Ed)."
3.30.H.2 Characteristics of Gliders - A/1 Formula
Remove

"Rule B.3.1 of Section 4, General, does not apply to class F1H, (this is the FAI builder of the model rule, Ed)."
3.31.J.2 Characteristics of Models with Piston Motor(s) – F1J Formula
Remove

"Rule B.3.1 of Section 4, General, does not apply to class F1J, (this is the FAI builder of the model rule, Ed)."
         ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

