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Time for Change

For some while now the FFTC have been aware of the need for a major overhaul of the UK domestic free flight scene. A number of important issues have been raised in recent seasons which we felt could not be treated in isolation. Rather there was a need for a comprehensive plan which would deal with all the ‘problems’ in a co-ordinated way. The major items that we identified were: The state of Open classes, the Builder of the model rule (BOM), the structure of the contest calendar and the need for recruitment. 

After taking account of a considerable volume of views and ideas, a plan has been formulated to provide answers to the problems. To some minds this plan will seem outrageously radical, to others it will not be enough. Nonetheless, though it ‘will’ change the face of UK contest free flight, it still fits with our basic ideal of “evolution rather than revolution”. Above all we felt that it had to be instigated to reverse the unfortunate, but undeniable, downward slide that UK contest free flight finds itself on.      

The major items that the plan will implement are:

1.   The change of Open class rules from being unrestricted to restricted and contests organised along the lines of the successful ‘combined’ formulae used by a number of clubs in recent seasons.   

2. The removal of the BOM rule for all ‘outdoor’ free flight contest classes (other than scale)

3. The restructuring of the contest calendar to provide a more balanced and varied programme.

4. The appointment of a recruitment officer to the FFTC.   

The exact details of the changes to class rules and calendar will be published as soon as possible to give plenty of time for preparation in readiness for next season – the changes will be proposed to technical council to take effect from Jan 1st 2007. We cannot publish the exact details of the changes immediately as consequent alterations to other parts of the rule book are required as well. We want to make the implementation of the changes as smooth and quick as possible but without causing extra problems by missing the necessary ‘housekeeping’ updates.

Though, as previously suggested, these changes will not please everybody we believe that they are long overdue and necessary for the long term survival of UK free flight. Hopefully most fliers will agree with us and enjoy the move forward.  

Rules Changes

As if all the above was not enough a further reminder for rule change proposals for 2007 (other than indicated in the previous changes). Submission to Technical Council is required by 25th September 2006. We (the FFTC) already have a number for consideration and are now at the stage where we need to start circulating them for discussion. If you still have proposals for consideration let us have them ‘now’. Write or e-mail to Chris Strachan the FFTC secretary at 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9NQ, chris.strachan@btinternet.com . 
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