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International Teams

There have been a number of changes to the UK team for the European Championships in 2007. The following list has now been ratified by the BMFA council:

F1A Glider – Chris Edge, John Carter, Bill Colledge; Reserve Phil Ball.

F1B Rubber – Mike Woolner, Mike Woodhouse, Russell Peers; Reserve Brian Martin.

F1C Power – Neil Allen, Stafford Screen; Reserve/3rd place still to be resolved between Peter Watson and Alan Jack.

The team manager will be Jim Andrews and the assistant team manager Bob Cheesley.

F1E Soaring – Ian Kaynes and Doug Bartle.

The F1E team manager will be Ian Kaynes.

Team Selection

There were suggestions during 2006 that the team selection process should be changed. A number felt that the process no longer reflected the actual level of enthusiasm for the FAI classes or justified the cost entailed by the existing process. When the FFTC proposed that there would be a return to a ‘single’ trials in 2007 (for 2008 team selection) there were contrary arguments put forward in favour of retaining the current process. As a result the current process is retained for 2007.

Nonetheless the FFTC still feel that revisions are needed – both for organisational ,and, cost reasons. Doubtless there will be many views on a possible change and we’d like to hear them. Please send your ideas/views/comments to the FFTC secretary: Chris Strachan, 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambs, CB5 9NQ; e-mail chris.strachan@btinternet.com . The FFTC will consider what you say, and will publish a précis of the views received before making a decision. Tell us what you think, even if you’re not an FAI flier, by July 1st latest.   

2007 Calendar

Please note that the organisers of the London Gala, on May 6/7th, will be running an extra class on Monday 7th. This is for ‘Classic Glider’ and does not count for the BMFA Senior Championship.

Please also note that at the 1st Area Centralised event in 2007 the HLG/CLG classes are being run together as one event. The number of flights for CLG will be 7, all to count. This will also apply in the future to any other events where the classes are flown together – see rule 3.49 (c). Where the classes are flown separately the number of flights for CLG will remain 5.  

Nationals

This year FAIR, the FAI Rocketry Group, will holding their ‘Nationals’ at the Free Flight Nationals. The FAIR Group will be organising entries and controlling the flying under the auspices  of the FFTC. Those who have an interest in Rocketry as well as conventional Free Flight will find this an added attraction.

Those who have interests in pure scale as well as duration will also be catered for by ‘two’ events, one on Sunday and one on Monday.  

Please note that current publicity shows a ‘scramble’ event. This was an error and the event will not be held this year. The list of events has now been corrected accordingly. 
For those who camp at the meeting there will be an extension to the on site facilities in 2007: deliveries of supplies, including Milk, Eggs and Newspapers. In addition a Barbeque is being planned for Saturday evening. We also hope there will some added attractions in the way of ‘entertainment’. 

Stonehenge Cup

Organisation of the annual UK International – 12/13 May, Salisbury Plain – is now well underway and looks like being a great success. Organiser Peter Williams has already received several entries and is keen to receive as many as possible. Contact Peter now for full details: peter.f1a@virgin.net  ; phone – 01252 842120; Address – Old Coach House, Hunt’s Common, Hartley Witney, Hook, Hants, UK, RG27 8AA.   

Results

A reminder that the results coordinator in now MikeEvatt. All area comp secretaries/CDs should now send their Area Centralised contest returns to Mike at 6 Armley Close, Long Buckby, Northampton, NN6 7YG, e-mail mikeevatt@hotmail.com . Please note that CDs of Centralised meetings should also send Mike a copy of the results as soon as possible after the meeting.

There have been suggestions that information on model types/designs used in Combined, Classic and Vintage events would be of interest in published results. The FFTC has decided that despite the interest, collecting this information would place an unacceptable extra load on CDs. However, Dave Clarkson has agreed to set up an informal process to collect the information. He will need assistance in each area to collect this, please contact him if you can help: Dave Clarkson, 108 Lincoln Towers, Middle Hillgate, Stockport, Cheshire, SK1 3PQ; Tel: 0161-477-7647.          

Big Tent

Requests for an organiser and helpers for this project, to publicise Free Flight at the 2007 R/C – CL Nationals, have now resulted in an offer from John Cuthbert as organiser. A number of offers for help were also received and John will be contacting these people in the near future. Any additional help will of course be gratefully accepted. Contact John at: johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com .  

Distribution

The FFTC is now combining the e-mail list for this news, and other notices, with the SAM 1066 mailing list. This should ensure that as many fliers as possible receive urgent news as soon as possible. If you’d prefer not to be on this combined list please contact the distributor  Trevorgrey@AOL.com . In addition if you know of anyone, not already on either list, who would like to receive this news and any FFTC notices please pass the address on to them.      If you are having any reception problems please make sure your correct e-mail address is logged with the distributor. 

