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2007 Committee
A number of the 2006 posts on the committee were due for re-election in 2007. Voting for these has taken place, and following the AGM confirmed. The result is that the committee for 2007 has the same members as for 2006 – Mike Woodhouse (Chairman), Chris Strachan, John Carter, Trevor Grey, Dave Clarkson and Steve Philpott.  

Free Flight Change 2007

The 2007 rule book has now been finalised, and has gone for printing, it will be available early in the new year. Make sure that you order your copy from the BMFA office so that you’re up to date on the precise detail of the changes. In the meantime if you want to check the changes the full wording is currently available on the FFTC web site: www.vengi.demon.co.uk/  .

There is an addition to the calendar of a 6th (reserve) date for the F1E meetings. However, the date given in the previous issue of this news, September 30th, is incorrect. The date is now October 21st. Also in the previous issue there was a mention of the team selection process being reconsidered and a request for views. We had suggested a change to a single meeting with a reserve date. A number of comments have now been received, a few positive but mostly negative. As a result the proposed change will not take place and the originally published number of meetings and dates will stand. The committee will fully consider the suggestions received and make proposals for any changes for the 2008 season in due course.

Following an amount of confusion on the possibilities for ‘interpretation’ of the specifications for the BMFA (Open) Power and Glider Classes, there is now in the new rule book a clarifying ‘explanation’ after each of these specifications. Though the wording of the specifications are clear, these explanations are intended to help CDs make clear decisions on any disputes.  

Results Coordinator

Ian Davitt has now resigned from this post after two years of providing an excellent service. His place has now been filled by Mike Evatt. All area comp secretaries should now send their Area Centralised contest returns to Mike at 6 Armley Close, Long Buckby, Northampton, NN6 7YG, e-mail mikeevatt@hotmail.com . Please note that CDs of Centralised meetings should also send Mike a copy of the results as soon as possible after the meeting.     

International Teams

Following the completion of this years team selection process teams for the 2007 World Championships will be:

F1A Glider – Chris Edge, John Carter, Bill Colledge; Reserve Anthony Ball.

F1B Rubber – Mike Woolner, Mike Woodhouse, Russell Peers; Reserve Brian Martin.

F1C Power – Neil Allen, Stafford Screen; Reserve/3rd place yet to be resolved between Peter Watson and Alan Jack.

The team manager will be Mike Woodhouse and the assistant team manager Bob Cheesley.

There is no team for the Junior European Championships.

Contest Entry Fees 

Three is a change to the pricing structure for 2007. Centralised meetings will cost £5 for the first event and £1 for subsequent events (2006 was £5 and £3). For Area Centralised meetings there will be a single fee of £3 covering all events, that is one fee for as many events as you care to enter (2006 was £3 per event). Please note though that you must still ‘enter’ and obtain a flight card for each event before flying. Team Selection meetings are now £15 per meeting (2006 was £10).                

Senior Championship

A reminder: There are no changes to the basic format for 2007 – a maximum of two events from each meeting to count. However, Team Selection meetings no longer qualify for points.

RC DT               

Those with an interest in using Radio Control DT mechanisms will have noticed that the 2007 rule changes originally permitted use of these for FAI class events. This was in an effort to keep in line with the overall FAI rules where possible. Having since examined the specifications of equipment used for this function it became apparent that none of the equipment available was legally useable in the UK. Such equipment did not carry the legally required ‘Type Approval’. As there is no immediate way round this problem the rule change permitting its use has now been cancelled. This doesn’t mean that such use is being ruled out in the future, just that it is not permitted until the problems can be resolved.
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