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Stonehenge Cup & Nationals

Despite the appalling weather at both these events they were in effect quite successful due to the considerable effort of the organising teams, for which thanks are due. Both had good pre-entries which prevented financial loss. Hopefully next season the weather will be better.

Big Tent at the R/C – CL Nationals

John Cuthbert is now at the last stages of organising this ‘Free Flight Promotion’. He is now collecting together the models and finalising the rota for stewards and flying demonstrations. If you haven’t yet offered to be involved, help/models/flying are still welcome. Please consider offering your services. Contact John at: johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com .
Team Selection

Previous issues of this ‘News’ have mentioned the FFTC’s intention to consider changing the team selection process in 2008 (for 2009 teams). We have now received comments/ suggestions of which a number asked why we should change the system when it appeared to be successful. The answer is that in practice numbers participating have actually dropped. In particular those attending the third meeting have become so low as to make it financially unviable. Additionally, as numbers have dropped, the ‘points’ scoring system has become untenable.

Given all this we are considering a revised system. The proposal is to have a single ‘team selection’ event, to a maximum of 14 flights, spread over two weekends, with one extended max to be included if possible at each weekend. Scoring would be on total ‘time’ with flyoffs, if needed, at the end of the second weekend. Entry would be by pre-entry (to ensure the financial viability). Total time scoring gives no confusion as to who is placed where, and, is more likely to produce participation at the second weekend – especially as all has to be paid for in advance via the pre-entry.

A few comments also suggested that a reduction from three meetings would reduce the opportunities for full 7 flight FAI contests. Bearing this in mind we propose to fill the gap by adding such an event to one of the existing two day meetings. This meeting would not form part of the team selection process but it would carry the trophies – Brawn (F1A), Duce (F1B), Buskell (F1C) – that were previously allotted to one of the team selection meetings. The final result of the team selection process itself would of course still carry the existing trophies – Aeromodeller A/2 (F1A), Premier Shield (F1B), Aeromodeller Power Bowl (F1C). 

Rule Changes for 2008

In addition to the proposals on team selection mentioned above we have also had two proposals concerning Power classes.

The first is a suggestion to allow the use of pressure fuel supply in Slow Open Power. The second is to modify the timing of engine runs in I.C. Power classes to disregard any ‘Burble’ at the end of the run.

On the allowing of pressure fuel supplies in SLOP the reason given is that it gives no apparent increase in performance but allows ‘flood-off’ to be used ensuring a clean shut off of the engine. The reason given for allowing any burble at the end of the run to be disregarded is the burble part of the engine run not providing any effective power or climb. And, stopping the watch when the ‘loud’ noise ceases is easier for the timekeeper who otherwise has the impossible task of waiting to see if there is a burble or not. 

At the moment the FFTC is undecided on the SLOP pressure question. Those of us for the change maintain that it would actually make operation simpler; those against maintain it makes the model more complicated and ‘could’ increase power outputs. On the burble question we are minded to permit it (the burble) to be disregarded.

If, before we make a final decision on either proposal, you have any last comments please make them known to the FFTC secretary Chris Strachan (not the PRO) at 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9NQ. e-mail: chris.strachan@btinternet.com .  

Results

Would CDs of centralised events please note that they should send their results as soon as possible after the event to Mike Evatt the results coordinator. Certificates and prizes at these events are handed out on the day but scores for the Senior Championship still need to be allocated and a record kept of winners and entries. Mike’s address is: 6 Armley Close, Long Buckby, Northampton, NN6 7YG, e-mail mikeevatt@hotmail.com .
Distribution

The FFTC has now combined a number of e-mail lists for the distribution of this news, and other notices. This should ensure that as many fliers as possible receive urgent news. If you’d prefer not to be on this combined list please contact the distributor  Trevorgrey@AOL.com . In addition if you know of anyone, not already listed, who would like to receive this news and any other FFTC notices please pass the address on to them. If you are having any reception problems please make sure your correct e-mail address is logged with the distributor. 

The current issue of FFTC News, together with back issues and other notices and items of interest, also appears on the FFTC Web site: www.vengi.demon.co.uk .

