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Free Flight Change 2007

For some time now there has been considerable debate on the problems of contest free flight in the UK. As usual there as many opinions and ideas as there are people making them. After lengthy debate the FFTC has decided that it is necessary to be proactive and provide a structured overall plan that will cope with all the problems at one time. We identified four main problems that this plan should address:

1. The declining popularity of some traditional classes and decreasing entry numbers in a number of other classes.

2. The ‘Builder of the Model’ rule (BOM).

3. The state of the Contest Calendar. 

4. The reducing numbers of participants and the failure to attract ‘new blood’

It must be realised that all of the four problems have to be dealt with together. No one part can be treated in isolation, the success of each part depends on this ‘holistic’ approach.
1. Classes

The existing Rubber and Power Open classes have become moribund due to performance levels (around 10 minutes and 8 minutes respectively, in still air) which can only be handled by a few competitors; these competitors now dominate the events and have effectively discouraged the participation of the ‘rest’. We need to limit the still air performance levels to around 6 minutes for Rubber and Power. This will make sites easier to find and use and retrieval easier for those who are less fit. Additionally the reduced need for extreme performance should help to encourage those who have become jaded by the ‘high tech’ approach. In particular the removal of the BOM rule would allow those whose sole interest is the FAI classes – and who rely on ‘bought’ models – increased opportunities to fly against the ‘Open’ models whilst in the UK.

To see the exact picture you will need to read the attached detailed ‘rule changes’ in conjunction with an existing 2006 Free Flight rule book. If you don’t already have a 2006 rule book a copy can be obtained ‘free’ from the BMFA office by asking for a “Concessionary Copy – re 2007 rule changes”. The following details give a brief synopsis of the changes to the Unrestricted (Open Rules):

Unrestricted (Open) Glider
No model design restrictions (as present)

       Unrestricted (Open) Rubber

No model design restrictions (as present)

Maximum 50 gram rubber weight limit 

       Unrestricted (Open) Power



No model design restrictions other than:

i)   Unrestricted models limited to 5 seconds engine run.

      ii)   Models ‘without’ moving trim surfaces, other than DT,

            limited to 9 seconds engine run    

There will be no redundancy in models. Existing models will still perform on 50 grams of rubber, albeit at a lower level, which is the object of the exercise. Also bought F1Bs will be competitive.  Open Power models will again be reduced in performance and F1C are effectively now restricted to their ‘normal’ engine run. However, in Open Power there is also the opportunity to fly models without moving surface functions (Bunt, VIT, AR, etc.) but with no limit on fuel systems, to a longer engine run – the so called “Super SLOP” option. 
2. BOM

The Builder of the Model rule (BOM) was removed by the FAI some 15 years ago. In the intervening years, despite initial hostility, there has been a noticeable change of opinion towards a complete removal of the rule. A number of “straw polls” taken have also pointed in this direction. 

The ‘complete’ removal of the BOM would enable the revised Unrestricted (Open) classes described above to be truly ‘Open’. Anybody with any type of model will be able to compete –BMFA specific, FAI, Purchased or Own Built. There will no longer be a bar to flying models which, due to the fact that they have for example ‘commercially’ manufactured wings, are currently ineligible. 

One particular advantage of removing the BOM for all other classes will be the ability for newcomers to obtain models and try flying them in contests without having to spend some considerable time building them before starting. This may not be ‘traditional’ aeromodelling but if we wish to encourage new blood, then we have to accept that today most expect to buy ‘equipment’, not to have to manufacture it.

For all these reasons the FFTC have finally decided to remove the BOM, except for classes such as “The Bowden Trophy” where it is specifically required.  

3. Calendar 

It is obvious that our three principal classes – Unrestricted (Open) Glider, Rubber and Power – have declined in popularity. Conversely ‘Combined’ events for Power and Glider have become more popular. The principal FAI classes are also in decline at a domestic level though to some extent this is offset by the increasing desire by their followers to fly on a ‘worldwide’ basis. The Vintage, and now to be officially added Classic, classes have a good following. Lastly, most of the Mini classes still have a good following and in some cases an increasing patronage. 

There is also a feeling in some quarters that at centralised events we run too many classes and thus dilute the entry for each class. The opposing view suggests that many of the classes attract entries specific only to them and thus if these classes are not run at events the overall entry will just be reduced anyway – the entrants not transferring their entries to other classes. Overall we feel the need to reduce the number of separate classes at each event, but not the number of opportunities for each class to be flown throughout the season. 

We are aware that ‘Combined’ classes flown at club run events are popular and successful. The practical solution is to adopt the Combined principal for a number of the season’s BMFA events – for Rubber as well as Power and Glider. A look at the rule changes below will show that we have included this principal in the ‘organisational’ rules for contests by allowing various ‘compatible’ combinations to be included in the Calendar. This means that all ‘individual’ class specifications, other than Unrestricted (Open) as specified above, would remain nominally unaltered in the rule book, other than the usual yearly up-dating deemed necessary as appropriate. Please note however that there are some ‘performance balancing’ changes to the Vintage rules – rubber weight restriction and changed engine run limits – and also a restriction imposed in the ‘new’ Classic rules – rubber weight limit – from the off.

All this gives us the chance to run a similar number of events to now but with increased opportunity for any particular interest group to fly the type of model they like, more often, and without requiring the ultimate performance model to be competitive. 

Most importantly, given the limits imposed in the Unrestricted (Open), Vintage and Classic rules, each discipline (Glider, Rubber, Power) is on a level field; Unrestricted (Open), Vintage, Classic, FAI, etc, being approximately equal on performance level. 

4. Participation 

Essentially we need to think of this as two problems: firstly the decreasing physical ability and enthusiasm of our existing participants; secondly our inability to recruit new blood both ‘Junior’ and ‘Intermediate’ (given that most current participants are ‘Senior’). 

The first we will address by including more events, where feasible, that are less onerous and will encourage this ‘Senior’ element. We could even move in the future towards some specific events for ‘Veterans’. 

The second we will tackle by appointing a member of the FFTC with specific responsibility of ‘recruitment’ both Junior and Intermediate. This should be a wide ranging operation encompassing publicity, training and specific opportunities to fly in contests – both specific and within the regular contest calendar. The removal of the BOM for all events should assist with this as it will now be possible for Juniors and Newcomers to buy not only commercially produced models, but to benefit from ‘redundant’ models passed on from traditional modellers.
Summary

We should all be aware that it is long past the time when it would be “…nice to do something to update Free Flight.” The plan above provides a unified structure for a real update. It must be repeated that all parts of this plan should be taken together. For instance the BOM changes are essential to the proper operation of both the ‘revamped’ Unrestricted (Open) classes and the recruitment of Juniors/New Blood. Equally, the revamped Unrestricted (Open) classes, and Combined class events, are a vital part of the new calendar structure. The new calendar structure is vital to rebuilding enthusiasm and giving wider opportunities for participants to fly their favourite classes but as part of a simplified contest structure. This in turn will rely on changing the BOM, which brings us back to the start.

Following you will find the proposed actual changes to the rulebook to enable all of the above, together with a number of other changes suggested by the usual yearly rule change process. The full details of the new calendar will appear next month when we have completed the site booking process and recruitment of CDs etc. 
FFTC Rule Change Proposals for 2007

We propose the following changes to the Free Flight rule book:-

Objective 1
To keep up to date on International Class developments

3.1.1(a) (i)
Free Flight



Add at end of section:

---any of its functions, except as permitted within the FAI Sporting Code and for the particular classes there specified only.

Objective 2
To remove the Builder of the Model Rule

3.1.1(b) (i)
Outdoor Free Flight



Insert in bold at top of paragraph

This rule no longer applies to any event featured in the Official BMFA Free Flight Calendar unless required by the individual class rules  e.g. Bowden trophy

3.1.1(c)
Ownership of Models



Insert this new rule as follows

The entrant must be the owner of the model before the start of the contest.  Ownership of the model shall require that the owner's BMFA number, and/or FAI Licence number, shall be permanently displayed on the model in accordance with General rule 2.2.12 (2.3.12 in the new draft).  If the model has been previously owned then any numbers arising from this previous ownership shall have been permanently removed.

3.2.1

FAI Contest Regulations



Delete second paragraph

3.2.2 (g)
Models

Delete (in which the Builder of the Model rule does not apply)

Objective 3
To introduce Combined Events and make the Class changes to balance

                         
performance
3.1.9

Retitle as


Contest Types



Then insert new rules as follows

3.1.9.1
Single Class Contests


Single Class Contests shall be those held for individual classes as defined by the

                     
relevant class rules

3.1.9.2
Two Class Contests
Two Class Contests shall be those held for two individual classes as defined by the relevant class rules e.g. F1J/British 1/2A Power, C02/E30, HLG/CLG

3.1.9.

Combined Class Contests
Combined Class Contests shall be those held for a combination of individual classes as defined by the relevant class rules (references to these are appended for easy reference). For these events the combinations of classes shall be:



(i) Combined Glider:
 
F1A  (3.3)







Unrestricted Glider  (3.7.1)







Classic Glider  (3.18)







Vintage Glider  (3.18)



(ii) Combined Rubber: 

F1B  (3.4)






 
Unrestricted Rubber  (3.7.2)






 
Classic Rubber  (3.18)







 
Vintage Rubber  (3.18)



(iii) Combined Power:

F1C  (3.5)






 
Unrestricted Power  (3.7.3)






 
SLOP (3.19)






 
Classic Power  (3.18)






 
Vintage Power  (3.18)






 
Open Electric  (3.48)






 
F1Q  (3.51Q.1 & 2)

3.1.13.(a)
Change Open Glider, Open Rubber and Open Power to Combined Glider, Combined Rubber and Combined Power
3.1.9.

Team Contests



New section - contents as previous 3.1.9

3.7

BMFA Unrestricted Classes




Add to end of first sentence:     ----  regulations (1.2) and those specified below.

3.7.1  

Towline Glider Class  ('Open Glider')



Change to Unrestricted Towline Glider Class  ('Open Glider')

3.7.2  

Rubber Class  ('Open Rubber')



Change to Unrestricted Rubber Class  ('Open Rubber')



Also change text to The amount of rubber used shall be restricted to 50 grams     

                     
(lubricated)

3.7.3

Power Class  ('Open Power')



Change to Unrestricted Power Class  ('Open Power')

Also change second sentence to The maximum engine run allowed from the moment of release of the model will be:

(i) for models fitted with any moving trim surfaces other than DT, 5    seconds

(ii) for models not fitted with any moving trim surfaces other than DT, 9 seconds

N.B. category (ii) above are not SLOP models. SLOP models and contests have different rules. However, if a competitor wishes to fly a SLOP model in an Unrestricted class contest he/she will receive the 9 seconds run allowance of category (ii). (Note that previously the run allowance would only have been 7 seconds.)

3.48 (b)
Electric Open Power



Change from 30 seconds to: 28 seconds

Objective 4
To introduce a Classic Class and rationalise the rules with Vintage

3.18

Vintage Models



Retitle as Classic and Vintage Models 



Add: these models may be flown in either single discipline events (Vintage Glider,

                     
Classic Power etc.) or in all class events (Vintage or Classic)

3.18.1 Add: A classic model must be built in accordance with a design that was first published or kitted after 30th December 1950 and before 1st January 1961 (January 1961 issues of magazines are accepted as published in 1960).

3.18.3(c)
Add: ---are permissible but conversion from a one piece to a two piece wing or vice-versa is not permissible

3.18.3 (e)
Add: ---mounting, but noses may not be lengthened or pylons moved to facilitate CG positioning with lighter modern engines

3.18.3 (h)
Delete:  The amount of rubber is not restricted but the rear anchorage must be in the position shown on the plan. And replace with: Propeller hubs must be of the style and material shown on the plan (e.g. replacement of wooden hubs with bent wire or wire hubs with machined metal etc. are not permitted).  Do not delete last sentence in this para.
3.18.3 (i)
modify last sentence to read;  --- where an auto rudder, operated by the release of the launching cable, and constructed in accordance with designs published prior to 1st January 1961 is permitted.

3.18.3.(j)
modify to read:  Power models may use any type of engine and propeller other than folding propellers, and mechanical (friction) engine brakes cannot be used.

3.18.3.(k)
modify to read:  Turbulators may be added to any component of the model provided that the type of turbulator used has been described in a publication dated prior to 1st January 1951 for vintage models, or prior to 1st January 1961 for Classic  models (refer to 3.18.1).

3.18.4
modify to read: The maximum engine run allowed from the moment of release of a power model will be:

(i) for Classic models, 12 seconds

(ii) for Vintage models,18 seconds

3.18.6

add:  The maximum amount of rubber used for a rubber model shall be:

(i)  for Classic models restricted to 75 grams (lubricated)

(ii) for Vintage models restricted to 100 grams (lubricated)

3.1.5.1 (a)
add after (328ft)maximum: for Classic gliders 75 m (246ft) maximum and all other----

3.11.6 (a)
change second sentence to read:  Otherwise they are an all class event flown in accordance with "mini" rules.

Objective 5   
To correct errors or omissions
3.11.4

Class F1J (1/2A Power)



Remove : (1/2A Power)

3.1.5 (d)
change F1A, F1B and FIC to F1A, F1B, FIC and F1Q

3.2.5.4
Launching F1C


Change title to Launching F1C/F1Q

3.2.5.4(b)
Change engine or engines to: engine/motor or engines/motors

3.12

Mini Contests



Renumber as 3.11.1 and position accordingly

3.1.2(b)
Number of Models
Revise second and third sentences to read: The competitor may use spare propellers, rubber motors, piston engines, electric motors or batteries.  No individual engine or electric motor may----

Objective 6  
To clarify points in the Classic and Vintage Model rules
3.18.3(c)
Add: ---are permissible but conversion from a one piece to a two piece wing or vice-versa is not permissible

3.18.3 (e)
Add: , but noses may not be lengthened or pylons moved to facilitate CG positioning with lighter modern engines

3.18.3 (h)
Delete:  The amount of rubber is not restricted but the rear anchorage must be in the position shown on the plan. And replace with: Propeller hubs must be of the style and material shown on the plan (no replacing wooden hubs with bent wire or wire hubs with machined metal etc.)  

                         -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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