BMFA Freeflight tech committee news.  Issue 17

Free Flight Change 2007

After revealing the ‘plan’ for revamping UK free flight organisation in the last issue of this news we received a number of comments and recommendations on the proposed rule changes. Most of this comment concerned the detail of the changes. We have now considered these suggestions and decided that some amendments to the rules changes are required. These are listed below under the same headings and in the same order as originally shown. You will need to refer to the last issue to see the wording of those changes that remain as proposed:

Objective 1  To keep up to date on international class developments


3.1.1 (a) (i)
- as proposed

Objective 2  To remove the Builder of the model rule

3.1.1 (b) (i)
- As proposed

3.1.1 (c)
- As proposed

3.2.1

- As proposed

3.2.2 (g)
- As proposed

Objective 3  To introduce Combined Events and make the class changes to balance  

                     performance  


3.1.9

- As proposed

3.1.9.1

- As proposed
3.1.9.2 - As proposed
3.1.9.3 - As proposed, but references to ‘Unrestricted’ changed to ‘BMFA’


3.1.13. (a)
- As proposed


3.1.9.4

- As proposed
3.7 - Delete “Unrestricted” from title and add to end of first sentence: ----  regulations (1.2) and those specified below.


3.7.1

- Change title to Towline Glider Class (BMFA Glider) and add text

Two types of model are permitted:

(i) Models fitted with bunt launching and/or circle tow devices

(ii) Models not fitted with devices to allow bunt launching or circle  

     towing; auto-rudder is permitted. 


3.7.2

- Change title to Rubber Class (BMFA Rubber)
Also change text to The amount of rubber used shall be restricted to 50 grams (lubricated).


3.7.3

- Change title to Power Class  (BMFA Power)

Also change second sentence to The maximum engine run allowed from the moment of release of the model will be:

(i)   For models fitted with mechanisms to enable bunt transition from      power on to glide: 5 seconds

(ii)  For models not fitted with bunt transition mechanisms but fitted  

      with other moving trim surfaces: 7 seconds.

  (iii) For models not fitted with any moving trim surfaces other than DT:     

     10 seconds

N.B. category (iii) above are not SLOP models. SLOP models and contests have different rules. However, if a competitor wishes to fly a SLOP model in a BMFA Power class contest he/she will receive the 10 seconds run allowance of category (iii). (Note that in 2006 the run allowance would only have been 7 seconds.)

3.48 - As proposed

In addition

3.1.10 - In section (b) para 4 change to read:

All BMFA free flight competitions, as defined in section (c), are eligible except for team selection competitions for F1A, F1B and F1C. At each competition a competitor may enter and fly in as many classes as desired but from each single-day competition only a maximum of two points scores shall be eligible towards the season’s total score. At multiple-day competitions each day shall be treated as a single day competition.


Objective 4  To introduce a Classic Class and rationalise the rules with Vintage 

3.18
- As proposed
3.18.1
- As proposed
3.18.3 (c)
- replace with: Conversion from a one piece to a multi piece wing, multi piece fuselage or detachable fin and vice-versa are permissible but associated changes must not  significantly change the external geometry of the model.  Plywood dihedral braces and local bandaging are permissible.
3.18.3 (e)
- No Change
3.18.3 (h)
- As proposed

3.18.3 (i)
- As proposed
3.18.3 (j)
- modify to read:  Power models may use any type of engine and propeller, other than folding propellers, and mechanical engine brakes cannot be used.
3.18.3 (k)
- As proposed

3.18.4 

- As proposed
3.18.6 - As proposed
3.1.5.1 (a)
- Replace first sentence with The towline length for Vintage, Mini Vintage and Tailless gliders shall be 100m (328ft) maximum, for BMFA gliders (ii) and Classic gliders 75m (246ft) maximum. For all other classes it shall be 50m (164ft).


3.11.6 (a)
- As proposed
Objective 5  To correct errors or omissions


3.11.4

- As proposed

3.1.5 (d)
- As proposed

3.2.5.4

- As proposed

3.2.5.4 (b)
- As proposed

3.12

- As proposed

3.1.2 (b)
- As proposed
                              -----------------------------------------------------------------------

In brief these changes/reversions/additions are: The change of titling of the modified Open Classes to ‘BMFA’ Classes. Also within these Classes there are now two additional categories – a non-bunt or circle-tow Glider (with 75 metre line allowance) and a non-bunt but VIT/AR equipped Power model (7 second run allowance). The Senior Championship now excludes the F1A, F1B and F1C team selection events – this is to correct the imbalance resulting from increased opportunities to fly these classes in the new ‘Combined’ events. Concerns about the Vintage/Classic Class rules becoming too draconian have been addressed by ‘allowing’ conversions from one to two-piece wings and fuselages and vice-versa. Additionally in Vintage/Classic we have retained the rule permitting the change of nose lengths to accommodate modern engines. Remember that if you do not have a 2006 rule book, to see the effect of these changes, you can obtain one free from the BMFA office by asking for a “Concessionary Copy – re 2007 rule changes”. In addition amendment supplements are now being prepared and of course the full 2007 book will be available early in the new year. Further help will be available from the FFTC web site www.vengi.demon.co.uk/  . Pages, showing the original 2006 rules with the changes immediately adjacent, are in preparation. 

Also as part of the ‘plan’ we have substantially rearranged the ‘calendar’. This now incorporates a number of ‘Combined’ events as well as events for the modified Open Classes (now called ‘BMFA’ Classes). Also some events have been moved to different times of the year. Please note that in the Calendar itself Combined Class events are now referred to as CG, CR and CP – for Glider, Rubber and Power; BMFA Class events, in the same way, as BG, BR and BP. 

 We are aware that the rule and terminology changes, as well as the many different types of event, may cause some confusion to start with. However, it shouldn’t be too long before it all becomes clear and the advantages are realised… A copy of the 2007 calendar is appended here – take time now to plan your season and enjoy both the ‘traditional’ events and the new opportunities.               
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BMFA FREE FLIGHTCONTEST CALENDAR 2007 
	DATE
	COMPETITION & VENUE
	CLASSES/TROPHIES 

(N.B. Non Senior Championship events are shown in Bold Italic)
	CONTACT AND CD

	4 March
	1st Area.

Area Venues.
	C/P (White), F1A (K&MAA/Plugge), F1G, Vintage (Plugge), HLG/CLG.
	Contact & CD: 

Area Comp Secs.

	25 March
	2nd Area.

Area Venues.
	C/G, F1B (Weston/Plugge), Mini Vintage (Plugge), F1J/BMFA1/2A, P30.
	Contact & CD: 

Area Comp Secs.

	6 April

(Good Friday)
	Northern Gala.

Venue: Church Fenton.
	B/G (CMA), B/R (Caton), B/P (Hamley), O/E, SLOP (Falcons), F1G, F1H, F1J/BMFA1/2A, Mini-vintage, HLG, CLG.
	Contact and CD:

Denis Davitt

0113 2675433.

	22 April
	3rd Area.

Area Venues.
	C/R (Gamage), F1C/F1Q (Halfax/Plugge), F1H, SLOP (Plugge), Tailless.
	Contact & CD: 

Area Comp Secs.

	6/7May

(7th May day)
	London Area Gala & Club Champ’s.

Venue: Salisbury Plain.
	6th: C/R, C/G, C/P, (Club Champ’s), Vintage, P30, CO2,  CLG.
7th: F1G, F1H, F1J/BMFA1/2, SLOP, Mini Vintage, E30, HLG. 
	Contact & CD: Martin Dilly 0208 777 5533.

	12/13 May 
	Stonehenge Cup.

Venue: Salisbury Plain.
	F1A, F1B, F1C (Dick Johnson Memorial), F1Q.
World Cup Event.


	Contact: Mike Woodhouse 01603 457754.

CD…………

	20 May
	1st F1E (Team Selection).

Venue: Near Sheffield.
	F1E.
	Contact & CD:

Steve Philpott 0121 354448.

	26/27/28 May
	National Championships. Venue:

Barkston Heath.
	B/G (Thurston), B/R (Model Aircraft), B/P (Shelley), O/E, Tailless (Lady Shelley), Womens BG/BR/BP (SAA), Junior BG/BR/BP (Frog Junior), F1A (Ronytube), F1B (Fred Boxall), F1C (Eddie Cosh), F1Q, Vintage (Jubilee), SLOP (Peter Harris), HLG (Nats), P30, Vol au Vent (J) (junior kit glider) &(S), Bowden, F1H (BA), F1G (308), F1J/BMFA1/2A (Hales), Mini-vintage (junior kit rubber), CLG, CO2 (Sparklets), E30, Vintage Glider. Combined Classic, Plus Junior championships (Heather) and overall class championships. Also Non Senior Championship: 25” Vintage Rubber, Scramble, Kit Scale Duration, SAM 35 Wakefield, Brit Power.
	Contact: Mike Woodhouse 01603 457754.



	3 June
	2nd F1E (Team Selection). 

Venue: Near Sheffield.
	F1E.
	Contact & CD:

Steve Philpott 0121 354448.

	10 June
	3rd F1E (Team Selection).

Venue: Near Sheffield.
	F1E.
	Contact & CD:

Steve Philpott 0121 354448.

	17 June
	4th Area.

Area Venues.
	C/P Team (Keil/Plugge), F1B (Gutteridge), F1H (Plugge), Mini vintage, Classic glider.
	Contact & CD: 

Area Comp Secs.

	1 July
	4th F1E (Team Selection).

Venue: Near Sheffield.
	F1E.
	Contact & CD:

Steve Philpott 0121 354448.

	11/12 August
	East Anglian Gala.

Venue: Sculthorpe.


	11th Vintage Rubber, Vintage Power, Vintage Glider, SLOP, P30, Kit Scale Duration.
12th Classic Rubber, Classic Power, Classic Glider, Mini Vintage, Tailless, Bowden II. 
	Contact: Mike Woodhouse

01603 457754.

	31 August (Friday)
	Southern Gala.

Venue: Little Rissington.
	B/G (Pilcher), B/R (Flight), B/P (Short), OE, F1H (Ripmax), F1G, F1J/BMFA1/2A (Quickstart), Mini-vintage, E30, CO2, HLG, CLG.
	Contact & CD: 

Dave Greaves 01285 652730.

	2 September
	5th F1E (Team Selection).

Venue: Near Sheffield.
	F1E (SMC Trophy).
	Contact & CD:

Steve Philpott 0121 354448.

	8/9 September
	Team Selection 1.

Venue: Barkston Heath
	F1A (Nordic), F1B (Mick Duce), F1C (Pete Buskell).
	Contact: Mike Woodhouse

01603 457754.

	16 September
	5th Area.

Area venues.
	C/R Team (Farrow/Plugge), F1A (SMAE), F1J/BMFA1/2A (Plugge), SLOP (Frog Senior), E30/CO2.
	Contact & CD: 

Area Comp Secs.

	22/23 September
	Team Selection 2.

Venue: Salisbury Plain.
	F1A, F1B, F1C.
	Contact: Mike Woodhouse

01603 457754.

	7 October
	6th Area. 

Area Venues.
	C/G Team (Model Engineer/Plugge), F1C/F1Q (Astral), F1G (Plugge), Classic Rubber/Power, Mini Vintage.
	Contact & CD:

Area Comp Secs.

	13/14

October
	Team Selection 3.

Venue: Sculthorpe.
	F1A, F1B,F1C.
	Contact: Mike Woodhouse

01603 457754.

	4 November
	Midland Gala.

Venue:

Barkston Heath.
	SLOP, F1H, F1G, F1J/BMFA1/2A, Mini-vintage, HLG, CLG, P30, CO2 , E30.
	Contact: Mike Woodhouse

01603 457754.


