BMFA Freeflight tech committee news.  Issue 21

International Teams

The final places in the UK team for the European Championships – the third and reserve places in F1C – have now been resolved.  The third place will be taken by Alan Jack with Peter Watson as the reserve. 

The complete team is:

F1A Glider – Chris Edge, John Carter, Bill Colledge; Reserve Phil Ball.

F1B Rubber – Mike Woolner, Mike Woodhouse, Russell Peers; Reserve Brian Martin.

F1C Power – Neil Allen, Stafford Screen, Alan Jack; Reserve Peter Watson.

Team manager Jim Andrews, assistant team manager Bob Cheesley.

F1E Soaring – Ian Kaynes and Doug Bartle.

Team manager Ian Kaynes.

Team Selection

The previous issue of this ‘News’ mentioned the intention of the FFTC to consider changing the team selection process in 2008 (for 2009 teams). We feel that there is a need to reflect the changing interests in FAI classes and the real costs of selecting teams. As such the committee still feels that a ‘single meeting’ would be the most appropriate solution. However, we would also like to hear your views and suggestions. The cut-off date for receiving these – July 1st – is fast approaching and as yet we have received very little comment. Please write or e-mail your views/ideas/comments to the FFTC secretary: Chris Strachan, 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambs, CB25 9NQ; e-mail chris.strachan@btinternet.com  .

Team Managers

The FFTC is currently discussing a project to develop potential team managers and assistant team managers. Obviously experience is required to do an effective job and this can’t be obtained instantly, hence the project to develop this experience. Like many other parts of our sport/pastime there are always plenty of views expressed on how the job should be done. If the possibilities of team management interest you then now is the chance to put these views into practice. Contact Mike Woodhouse at: 12 Martson Lane, Eaton, Norwich, NR4 6LZ; e-mail mike@freeflightsupplies.co.uk .  
2007 Calendar

Please note that the organisers of the London Gala, on May 6/7th, have made a further addition to the classes already listed on the Calendar. The second addition will be F1E soaring on Sunday 6th. The first addition was ‘Classic Glider’ on Monday 7th. Please note these classes are run by the London Area and do not count for the BMFA Senior Championship.

Also please note the East Anglian Gala on August 11/12th will carry an additional class as well. This will be Vintage Wakefield on Sunday 12th and will be run by SAM 35. Again, this will not count for the BMFA Senior Championship.

Stonehenge Cup

Organisation of the annual UK International – 12/13 May, Salisbury Plain – is now effectively complete. If you have any last minute queries, or want to offer your services as a timekeeper please contact organiser Peter Williams, e-mail: peter.f1a@virgin.net  ; phone – 01252 842120; Address – Old Coach House, Hunt’s Common, Hartley Witney, Hook, Hants, UK, RG27 8AA.
Nationals

As with the Stonehenge Cup most parts of the organisation are now in place and entries are flowing in. If you haven’t yet sent yours do it now, the cut-off date is May 14th. Entries received so far suggest that this should be another bumper event. The new ‘BMFA classes’, added attractions, and co-running of the ‘Space Modelling Nationals’ should make it an interesting meeting. Please note the rule book requirements for model ownership; models need to be clearly and permanently marked with ‘just’ the owner’s BMFA number (3.1.1c). There will be spot checks to ensure this. 

Results

An additional reminder to area comp secs/CDs: When sending your results to the results co-ordinator (Mike Evatt) you must provide the addresses for the top three in each class. Surprising things happen with the weather and what you might think is an insignificant score can often feature in the top places. Please also provide a return even of no scores are made. The CDs of Centralised events should also send their results to Mike as soon as possible after the meeting. Mike’s address is: 6 Armley Close, Long Buckby, Northampton, NN6 7YG, e-mail mikeevatt@hotmail.com .

Big Tent at the R/C – CL Nationals

John Cuthbert now has this ‘Free Flight Promotion’ under way and requires help to make the promotion properly effective. A piece by John detailing what he requires appears at the end of this issue FFTC News. Please read this and consider offering your services. Contact John at: johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com . 

R/C DT

We have now taken some technical advice on the possibilities for the use of these systems in FAI class contests – as currently permitted by the full FAI rules. We are now considering the technical possibilities within the context of the UK Radio Frequency regulations, the organisational requirements of UK Free Flight contests and general model R/C usage. Not surprisingly there are conflicts between all of these. We are working on the problem, however  finding an solution acceptable to all parties will not be an easy or quick job. 
Rule Changes for 2008

It’s time again to start thinking about next year's Rule Book. Proposals to Technical Council are due by September 24th. In 2007 the FFTC will operate a similar process to the one used in previous years to collect and consider ideas for rule changes. We need your ideas and proposals for change so that we can circulate them for comment after the next FFTC meeting in early July. The major changes that have come into effect this year may generate some comment as the season progresses but to date the Committee have no further proposals for change! Please remember that we should also consider proposals for changes to the FAI rule book in the same timescale. 

Anybody who wishes to raise potential rule changes – either BMFA or FAI – should send their suggestions, ideally by e-mail or else typed, so that they can be scanned, by July 1st to the FFTC Secretary:  Chris Strachan, 56 Way Lane, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9NQ. e-mail: chris.strachan@btinternet.com .  

Distribution

The FFTC has now combined a number of e-mail lists for the distribution this news, and other notices. This should ensure that as many fliers as possible receive urgent news. If you’d prefer not to be on this combined list please contact the distributor  Trevorgrey@AOL.com . In addition if you know of anyone, not already listed, who would like to receive this news and any other FFTC notices please pass the address on to them. If you are having any reception problems please make sure your correct e-mail address is logged with the distributor. 

The current issue of FFTC News, together with back issues and other notices and items of interest, also appears on the FFTC Web site: www.vengi.demon.co.uk .

                  FREE FLIGHT “BIG TENT” PROMOTION 2007 

The BMFA, and the organisers of this years Radio Control and Control Line Nationals, which take place over the Bank Holiday weekend, August 25th - 27th, have kindly invited the Free Flight fraternity to display and promote what we do and why we enjoy our particular discipline of aeromodelling. This is the first time since free flight split away from all the other disciplines at the “Nats” that we have been invited back to show what and why we do what we do. This is a great opportunity for us to promote all aspects of free flight to what is probably the largest gathering of like minded aeromodellers in the World, many of whom will have lost contact with the oldest form of model flying and are possibly unaware that it still thrives to this day.

          I have volunteered to co-ordinate this promotion on behalf of the FFTC and planning for the event is well underway. However we will need the help of volunteers to make the event the success I am sure it can be. Several people have already come forward and offered their services, but we to do need more. The BMFA have kindly offered free entry and camping passes to all who volunteer, which I feel is a very generous gesture on their behalf. 

         I have a few ideas of what may be needed to make this a success but I welcome everyone’s ideas and input to ensure this event provides the best chance of “showing off” our hobby.

      So what we will definitely need are people to man the tent for periods over the three days. Their main task is to talk to our visitors, answer their questions and explain the many models I hope we will have on display. I envisage that individuals will be on duty for two hour stints at any one time giving them an opportunity to relax and perhaps visit the rest of the Nats.

       We need models for display. I think it is important that we have every aspect of Free Flight represented. From HLG/CatLG, vintage models, all the Rubber/Glider/Power classes, FAI, Indoor, Tailless and anything else you may think of. The more the better. I can assure anyone who wishes to display their models that the utmost care will be taken of their exhibits, including over night security.

         I think it would be useful to have some exhibits of models under construction. Again, from all of the disciplines, thereby showing that Free Flight can be enjoyed by anyone with varying building skills and tastes.

         Perhaps we should show how Free Flight has progressed over the years by demonstrating the techniques and equipment we use to retrieve our models. I am sure that visitors will be amazed to learn how this is done and that very few models are lost these days. So tracking devices, GPS, compasses etc. would be useful. Also some of the equipment that has been developed to help us read the meteorological conditions which have become an integral part of achieving contest success would be of interest. The use of electronics to initiate the pre programmed functions we employ would, I am sure, be of interest.

       It is also envisaged that flying demonstrations will take place in the evening when the main activities have ceased. Having witnessed the huge turnout of fun flyers that occupy the field at this time it will provide us with a great opportunity to show what we can do. So please come and do your stuff.

         So can I ask anyone who wishes to be part of this unique event to contact me as soon as possible on Tel. 01724 720911, or email  johnf1c.cuthbert@btopenworld.com or see me at any of this years contests. Your help will be very much appreciated. 

